TWO SONS AND A FATHER
“Never forget that God loves you no matter what!”
See what great love the Father has lavished on us,
that we should be called children of God! 1 John 3:1

The stories that Jesus told to his disciples and the crowds around him were
very powerful. Sometimes it’s hard to see the things that we struggle with,
but when we hear a story, it helps to see how we are a lot like the people in
the story. That’s exactly what we see in the story with the two sons.
Ask:
• Do you ever feel like the prodigal son. Sometimes you want to do your
own thing, even though you know that’s what God doesn’t want for you?
• How did that end for the prodigal son when he was reckless? How do you
think things will end for you when you are reckless?
Say:
It’s usually easier for us to see the times when we are like the prodigal son.
He just makes bad choices. We can all relate to that. The older son is a little
bit tricker. It can feel like we are doing something right, but if it’s not for the
right reasons and the right heart, it can be bad.
Ask:
• What was the good thing that the older son was doing? (obeying the rules)
• What was the bad thing the older son was doing? (looking down on his
younger brother who didn’t follow the rules)
• Are there good things that you might be doing, but for the wrong reason?
Say:
This can get really tricky on how to know if you are doing the right thing. But
Jesus makes this really simple. He tells us two things we can do to always
get it right. Love God. Love others.
Activity/Prayer:
God, help us to always do things with a loving heart. Help us to be aware if
we start to do things without love. Thank you for your reckless love. Amen!

