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A safe place
to ﬁnd your
faith, friends,
and future

Hospitality
Spiritual Sensitivity
Generosity
Excellence

Looking back,
looking forward...

2020 came with incredible opportunities and great challenges. God proved to be faithful in
all of it.
We undertook the expansion of our facility, which more than doubled our auditorium, our
kid's ministry space, and our lobby capacity. Right in the middle of our expansion, we
experienced a shutdown of all in-person gatherings, which lasted over 120 days. We have
never felt more dependent upon God, and He did not fail us.
We found ways to minister online and on-demand. Our ministry team helped improve the
church-online experience and found new ways to stay connected.
Being unable to come to church didn't stop us from being the church. You stepped up and
helped us to serve first responders and essential workers. Your generous gifts reminded
them how highly we value them and the work they do. Our elders and staff worked
diligently to connect and pray with you. We also partnered with a Rochester City school to
assist in the immense needs they are facing.
In July, we walked into our new facility. We were thrilled to see each other again. Face
coverings and socially distant seating didn't inhibit our worship. By September, we were
able to relaunch children's and student's ministry every month.
We don't always know what is NEXT, but we continue to believe with God there always
will be a NEXT.
Between God's faithfulness and your faithfulness, it's no wonder we believe the best is yet
to come!

NEXT
A N U PDATE

With God, there is always a NEXT. This promise, given to us by the Lord
nearly three years ago, has been fulfilled by God in ways we couldn't have
imagined.
When we envisioned our new facility, we created more space for more
people to find grace. Even amidst a pandemic, God has made more than
good on His promises.
It was initially discouraging to limit our in-person gatherings when we had
just built a new facility. But without more space, we would not have been able
to safely host our in-person gatherings and still accommodate all who
desired to attend in person. We are grateful for God's perfect timing.
Our new facility also allowed us to share our services and other content
online in new ways. We have been able to share with people around the
country and make church more accessible.
Never could we have guessed that our new facility would be used in these
amazing ways, and we believe the best is yet to come. Thank you for
partnering with us.
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In addition to the numbers listed above, we received
a PPP Loan/Grant that offset our payroll by $79,850.

Online for
the Gospel
853

Average In-Person
Attendance Pre-COVID

353

Average In-Person
Attendance Post COVID

374

With a sudden shift away from in-person gatherings, we had to
be innovative in our approach to church. Our staff and
volunteers worked diligently to upgrade our Livestream and
sound system and found new ways to engage our community
through social media and email. While we are still growing and
learning, we have been grateful for this unique opportunity to
share the message of Christ like never before online.
We see in-person gatherings as an essential part of what it
means to be the church and have prioritized putting just as
much time and energy into our online experiences. We want the
Gospel to be accessible to all, and our investment into online

*

Average Online
Attendance
(Since March)

*We calculated this number based on an average of 187
unique viewers (screens) x2 viewers per screen.

Thank you
We want to say thank you to everyone who
used their time and talents to serve others
this past year. When the year started, there
were over 130 opportunities to serve for
people of all ages, backgrounds, and
experiences every Sunday. When we moved
to online-only in March, one of the aspects of
the church we missed most was serving
others every week in our areas of gifting. We
know and believe that serving others is a vital
part of following Jesus. We don't just hear the
Good News; we live it. While we were
disappointed by the loss of this opportunity,
we are also grateful we still found ways to be
active in our faith...

40

Lunches for Hospital
Staff at Unity

46

Boxes of food brought to
Villa of Hope for distribution

27

Bags of food brought to
Villa of Hope for distribution

75

Volunteer Firefighters
served Dinner

3

Homes worked on with
FCWC Weekend Edition

17

Thanksgiving Meals
Delivered to Familiies

45

Firts Responders served
breakfast

59

Boxes of Groceries sent to
local families

We think a big part of being the church is
serving our local community. This year, we
were able to serve in new ways, whether that
was showing appreciation to first responders,
providing food to families trying to make ends
meet, or helping to do home repairs, your
generosity of time and resources allowed us to
show up for Rochester more than ever before.

10

School Supply Bins Provided
(Brixton Hill/Ashley Primary,
Churchville-Chili)

20

Backpacks Provided
(Brixton Hill/Ashley Primary,
Churchville-Chili)

10

Bins of Clothes Provided
(Churchville-Chili
& Clara Barton School #2)

20

Holiday meal packages
given to families
(Clara Barton School #2)

105

Christmas gifts provided
to students
(Clara Barton School #2)

"The ripest har vest is right
across the street in the lives
of young people longing to
hear that they are valuable,
skilled, and have both a future
and a hope."
Dr. Tony Evans,
Community Restoration and the Church

Schools are powerful access points for the church to
meet the spiritual and physical needs of their
community. In the school partnerships God provides,
it is our responsibility to share hope with students
and their families in whatever way we can. This looks
like working with school counselors to give boots,
pants, bathing suits for gym class, and more for
students who may need them. It looks like sending
short personal notes of encouragement to those
students to let them know that God loves them and
that we care about them. It looks like working with
administrators to provide free school supplies in a
year that brought with it more financial hardship for
families than ever before. It's not always easy; loving
requires sacrifice and forces us out of our comfort
zones. But the world will know who we follow based
on the way that we live out His love. So we're not
done loving on our schools - in fact, we're just
getting started.

Deaf
Ministry
In March, when our church went fully
online, our team really stepped up and
invested hours each week to provide a
way for our Deaf families to view the
service with ASL interpretation.
Our volunteer team had to make a huge
shift from their normal interpretation on a
Sunday morning to now creating videos at
home for our Deaf community. This added
hours of work to their normal roles, and
they approached everything with
excellence.
When our church invested in an entirely
new Livestream video system, we added
some additional equipment just for our
Deaf community. This has allowed us to
stream a separate ASL interpreted service
to our Deaf community.
Our new kid's space has some great new
features for our Deaf community as well.
We have a classroom dedicated to our
Deaf kids and CODAs. Also, Michael and
Cassandra Weingart and their family have
created weekly ASL versions of our
AdventureKids videos. Cassandra has also
hosted weekly zooms with many of our
Deaf kids to help keep them connected.
Don & Jeanne Wells recently finished
training to be a part of our new Rooted
Groups to provide a Deaf group
opportunity to our church family. We love
seeing everyone work together to serve
our deaf ministry.

AdventureKids
He's 3 years old. He faces a challenge that most kids his age face - separation
anxiety. But this year is different. A global pandemic amplified separation anxiety in
our little ones. But he throws his backpack with its giant cartoon face over his
shoulder and excitedly marches off to "church school" to tell the baby Jesus story.
On the drive to church, he shares that "if he gets afraid, Jesus makes him brave."
That's why we invest in kids. Spiritual truths get in us and change our future.
This year, kids ministry was not unlike a church plant. Our three most significant
challenges were also our three biggest wins.
• We moved into a completely new facility space.
• We had to completely revamp our curriculum to reach kids at home and in
person.
• We had to re-recruit and re-train all of our volunteers.
It wasn't something we planned, but God used these unexpected changes to elevate
our ministry to kids. Our new video curriculum is a huge hit with the kids and our
volunteers. We've never had a more engaging curriculum that is easy to teach.
This past year has forced us to really consider how we can best minister to kids. As
we move forward, our heart is to be purposeful and creative about how we do
everything. It's not simply getting back to how things were. It's a chance for a fresh
start and new ideas to connect kids and families with God's grace.

Second
Youth
Ministry
During the pandemic, we were unable to meet
in person for quite a few months, and students
were not even able to go to school to see their
friends. There was a significant longing for
friendship, community, and each other we had
not experienced before.
Despite these challenges, we created online
content for students to grow in their faith and
connect together. This past year also helped to
clarify our vision for Youth Ministry. We
doubled down on intentional discipleship. Our
small groups were revitalized, and more
serving opportunities have been discovered.
This season of church actually helped us go
deeper in our faith and mission.
We want our church to know that our Youth
Ministry team is incredibly optimistic about
this next generation. This generation is
fearless; never afraid to stand up for what is
right. They are some of the most hardworking,
intelligent people we have ever met. We truly
believe that God will use our teenagers to
bring hope and light into our world.

Young
Adult
Ministries
Young Adult Ministries had to make a complete transition to being
an online ministry from the middle of March until the end of May.
Fortunately, we made the transition and finished out the spring
semester, maintaining connection and unity. Throughout the
summer, we continued our investment in college students. We
were amazed to see college students digging in and Outpost
growing even during a challenging season.
We also launched a new Young Professionals group, which created
more space for young adults in various seasons of life. Our Young
Professionals community tripled in size, and meaningful, deep
friendships have formed.
Moving forward, we hope to continue expanding our community,
seeking purpose and meaning, and creating a space for Young
Adults to connect with one another in their pursuit of a
relationship with God.

Young @ Heart
Our Young @ Heart Senior (55+) Community had to walk through a
challenging year. With the senior population being among some of
the most vulnerable to COVID-19, we know it has been challenging to
navigate loneliness, frustrations, and fear for many. Though we have
not been able to gather together in-person, our seniors found ways to
stay connected.
This community was significantly impacted by the loss of Ken Reid,
who served with his wife Dorothy as ministry leader of Young @
Heart. We will be forever grateful for his legacy and kingdom-minded
commitment to the people of our church.
Our church will be increasing efforts in the coming year to reach out
to our Young @ Heart group through phone calls, a newsletter, and to
find safe options for connection.

The best
is yet
to come.

